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“Take Up the Story”
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 & Luke 9:51-62
If you take a, rectangular piece of fabric about three yards, draw the corner of one end to the other and tie it in a knot you have created a kïhei.  The kïhei is a garment or mantle that may be worn over the shoulder when cold or rain demands that it be worn.  It may also be used as a bed covering.

Today we see the kïhei  worn most often by kumu hula or hula master teachers and by kahu or religious leaders.  It is a name that is familiar because of the community in south Maui that is known by that same name – Kïhei.  I’ve often wondered about why that is and concluded for myself that it may be that the boundaries that mark the area may well look like the shape of a kïhei.

The mantle that is mentioned in our reading from The Book of Second Kings was a large, sleeveless, outer garment and like the kïhei, it could be used as a “wrap around” garment.  And like the

kïhei that was used as a bed covering, so it is said that the mantle was used as a sleeping cover (Deuteronomy 10:18; Exodus 22:26-27).  
What makes the mantle significant in the story of Elijah and Elisha is the way in which it is used as an affirmation of Elisha’s leadership.  The mantle is no longer just a garment.  It becomes the sign or symbol by which Elisha is recognized as a disciple and successor of Elijah.

When Elijah rolls up the mantle and strikes the water, his action recalls the occasion when (Exodus 14:15-31) Moses divided the waters to allow Israel to escape slavery in Egypt.  Elijah and Moses are seen as two great figures in the history of Israel and in time they come to represent the Law and the prophets.
Elisha asks for a double share of Elijha’s spirit.  It was the portion of inheritance given to the firstborn and heir.  While some say Elisha’s request was extravagant, Elisha hopes that he will receive an affirmation of his leadership so he can carry on Elijah’s work, proclaiming God’s word.  

When Elijah is carried up to heaven in the whirlwind Elisha bravely picks up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen to him.  He is able to part the Jordan River with the mantle, a sign that he has inherited Elijah’s spirit, and he crosses to the other side.  Over time he will come to be remembered as a man of wisdom and a worker of miracles on behalf of the nation in time of crisis and in the lives of individuals in time of need.

I had an opportunity at an earlier time in my life to study hula for a period of about six years.  As a result of that experience I have come to appreciate those for whom hula has become a lifetime commitment.  

The halau or school of hula that I was a part of included both men and women.  Of the six principal male dancers, Michael was chosen by our kumu hula to be the alakaÿi or one to lead, guide, and direct those of us who were just beginning to learn hula.

There are many like Michael who at some point in their lives may be chosen by a kumu hula to become kumu hula themselves.  A process of training culminates with an ÿüniki or ceremony comparable to a graduation exercise.  The word niki means "to tie" and it connotes the understanding that the knowledge of the teacher becomes tied to the student and therefore the student now becomes the teacher.

That sense of the kumu hula entrusting to the student knowledge that is now to be passed on to the next generation is the sense in which Elijah passed on his mantle to Elisha.  Several years ago I attended the installation of a kahu or pastor.  

One could say that the installation was similar to an ÿüniki.  After years of study and training, the person who stood before us was ready to take on the responsibilities of a kahu.

There was an opportunity at one point of the installation for those present to offer gifts of lei and that was done.  But what struck me was the first gift that was given was not a lei but a kïhei.  In that moment I came to appreciate the story of Elijah and Elisha.

But whether we are kahu or not, our reading from The Gospel According to Luke reminds that the early disciples were called to pick up the "mantle" that Jesus laid before them.  In our own time Jesus calls us to do the same – "Come, follow me."  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are invited to consider the cost and joy of what that means to take up and to tell the story of our faith that is to be found in the bread and the cup that we share on this day.
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