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“Jam Up”
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 & Romans 5:1-15
 
            All of our readings from the Biblical text reveal something of who God is as Creator of all that is.  The theme of glory is evident in the images conveyed in our reading from the Book of Psalms.  God's glory is seen in all that God has made.
            There is a portion of the Psalm 8 which celebrates humankind.  The psalmist expresses amazement at the thought that God is mindful of us.  Though we are insignificant in size compared to the majesty of the skies, the psalmist concludes humankind is just a little lower than God and "crowned with glory and honor."
            We are made in God's image and this psalm celebrates our special place in the world God has made.  The psalmist reminds us that humankind has been given dominion over the world that God has created.
            Some would have us believe that "dominion" implies that we have control over the earth to use it as we wish.  We know we need to harvest the land and sea in order to live.
            Yet often we abuse our position and act in ways harmful to the environment and to others with whom we share this planet.  It was only a few days ago that a Hawaiian monk seal was found dead after being trapped in a gill net.
            Earlier in the week there was concern over a virus that is beginning to destroy the wild honey bees that pollinate our plants and crops.  Not long ago an infestation of a new insect led to the decimation of almost all of the wiliwili trees on our  island.
            Some may argue whether or not it is through human abuse that such problems are occurring.  There are those who would assert that our carelessness as much as our abuse is at the heart of the problems we see.
            God trusts us to look after the world and calls us to be partners in caring for creation.  For that reason the current debate over global warming and all of the environmental and ecological challenges that we face is as much a part of the conversation among theologians and people of
faith as they are among politicians and scientists.
            Dominion has never meant domination or exploitation – whether in the bottom fishing areas of Hawaiÿi; in the rain forests of the Amazon; in the Artic wildlife refuge; in the waters surrounding Papahänaumokuäkea or the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National Monument.   But we see over and over again the loss of animal, fish, bird, and plant life. 
            We may see ourselves as ruling over creation but we do so under the authority of God. (Genesis 1:26, 28; Psalm 8:6)  Dominion over all things ultimately belongs to God.  (Psalm 22:28; 145:13; Daniel 4:3; Revelation 1:6)  The Bible is unequivocally clear on this.
            I know some of you remember in our growing up years here in Hawai‘i a recurring phrase that always seemed to sum up the distress we felt over one predicament or another.  Without detailing all of the concerns and issues involved it was simple enough to say, “Jam up!”
To be sure there were variations on the phrase, but the refrain was always the same.
            What happened to our understanding of God’s delight in us?  “Ah, jam up!”
            What happened to our understanding of our place in the world that God created?  “Eh, jam up!”
            What happens to us when we lose our way?  “Ah yah, jam up!” 
            How do we get out of the jam ups we managed to get ourselves into?
            Our reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans draws us back to the beginning of creation (Genesis 1-5).  Man and woman are created in God’s image.  They are separated from the animals, to rule the earth.
 
 
            Adam is formed from the “earth” and God sets him over the Garden, and allows him to name every living creature.  All is well until Adam and Eve, his companion, break God’s rule by eating the forbidden fruit.  They are expelled from the Garden and must now live a life of sweat, pain, and death.
            It is Adam who becomes the father of all people and as a consequence sin came into the world and has spread to all.  For those of us who have grown up in the church we remember all too well the lessons we were taught.
            We memorized our own versions of the lesson:  “Because of Adam and Eve, every human being that is born into the world is born into a world of sin.”  “We are from the get-go – sinners - for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”
            Over the generations we have come to embrace the lesson of our sinfulness in very personal ways.  We were told that the solution to our predicament, the remedy to our dilemma is the peace that is made available to us through Jesus Christ.  (Romans 5:1)  In his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul concludes:  “For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, (Adam) much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for many.”  (Romans 5:15)
            If we take Paul’s conclusion to heart then we may be inclined to convince ourselves that we have lost our way because of what Adam did.  That is why – we jam up!  Adam was given dominion over all that God created but he blew it when he decided to eat the fruit that Eve brought to him. 
            In a sense it would be too easy to say we have lost our way because of what Adam did.  After all the lesson of the garden includes Adam’s denial of his own action.  When questioned by God about the fruit he was not to eat, Adam faults Eve.  When Eve is asked, “What is this that you have done?” she replies, “The serpent tricked me and I ate.”  (Genesis 3:13-14)
 
            Adam and Eve were quick to deny their responsibility for the abuse of what God had created.  We may say the same of ourselves.  We must not fault the serpent, Eve, or Adam for the fall of creation.  The fault is within us when we neglect to understand the responsibility we bear in caring for all of what God has created. 
            As we gather this day to share at the table that has been set before us, we are mindful that it is through the grain gathered that bread was made.  It was through the fruit harvested and pressed that the cup was poured.  We come as partners with God in care for all of creation.
            Thanks be to God.  Amen.
 
             
                       
 
           
           
