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“The Spirit’s Presence”
Acts 2:1-21 & John 14:1-2, 15-17, 25-27
I read a story a few days ago about a man whose wife was killed in an auto accident in 1985.  His 38-year-old son died last year of a heart attack, leaving behind a pregnant wife and two year-old son.  Writing about the eulogy he gave at his son’s funeral he said, “I divulged that I believe in a God who brings meaning to the world, but that my beliefs have been severely tested.”
“I missed seeing God in the killing fields of Cambodia, and he (sic) seems too busy to show up in Darfur or to shine his (sic) face on either the Sunnis or the Shi’ites in Iraq.  With a rising voice, I asked at the funeral:  How could God allow a son to be taken from his ageing, ailing father?  A devoted husband torn from the arms of his loving wife in the middle of the night?  How could he (sic) allow a two-year-old to be left searching for his father in vain, or deny an infant the chance to see the father even once?”  (The Christian Century, April 17, 2007, page 6)

I talked with a friend the other day.  “The pain on the outside is different from the pain on the inside,” he said.  “I don’t feel strong.  I feel weak in my body.  I feel weak in my soul and it scares me.  I’m afraid.”  
I found myself wanting to offer words of comfort and reassurance but I decided to just listen.  There was a pause in his voice and then he said, “Please pray for me.”
Whatever attempts we may venture to make in response to each person, we know that there are no easy answers.  The loss of a wife and now a son are sources of profound sadness for a man who believed in a God who brings meaning to the world.  
For another, the loss of health is a source of great confusion.  How are we to find our way when it seems everything around us and within us is on the verge of collapse?  

In the Christian year today is Pentecost Sunday.  Today marks the day on which we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It marks the conclusion of the fifty days of Easter and the beginning of the period when the church carries forward the ministries it has received from the Spirit. 

I would venture to say if we are to find our way then we must rely upon the Spirit’s presence in our lives and in our world.  It is the Spirit who impels the church to mission (Acts 8:29; 10:47; 13:2; 16:6).  It is the Spirit who assists in resolving conflicts (Acts 15:28).
Just as Jesus had been the bearer of God’s Spirit (Luke 4:18-21) so it is that we must bear witness through the Spirit’s presence among us.  
Easter is completed at Pentecost.  With Pentecost, Jesus’ promises not to leave his disciples or any of us orphaned in the world.  Without Pentecost, Easter would mean that we would be left only with our sadness and confusion.

Our reading from The Gospel According to John associates the Spirit with Jesus.  Because our reading occurs within the context of his parting words to those who he is leaving behind, the disciples find themselves sad and confused. 
They wondered:  “Where are you going, Jesus?  Can we go with you?  Will we ever be together again? (John: 13:36-14:7)

Jesus makes a series of promises to his followers.  By relying upon the Spirit’s presence he reassures them that they will be enabled not only to continue his work, but also to do greater works (John 14:2); that they will be heard and their prayers will be answered to meet the needs involved in their life and mission (John 14:13-14), and that they will be accompanied in their life and mission in the world by the Spirit.” (Preaching Through the Christian Year, Craddock, Hayes, Holladay, & Tucker, Trinity Press International, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 1994, page 277)
The promises Jesus made to the early disciples he also makes to us.  
Even when we are overwhelmed by sadness or confusion, the Spirit will be present to teach and remind us of what Jesus said:  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)
I spoke with a friend the other day.  “I’m okay,” she said.  “I am just grateful I can be with my mother as she’s dying.  I’ve come to realize that the biggest thing for me is how important it is for all of us to appreciate each other while we’re here – before it's too late.”

“We get busy with work and so many other things,” she explained.  “We get caught up and worked up about stuff that doesn’t really matter.  We hold onto our grudges.  We get upset when our feelings are hurt and we have a hard time letting go.”

As she spoke I began thinking about the ways in which the Spirit came through the house where the disciples and others were sitting on that first Pentecost.  It came like the rush of a mighty some say violent wind.
May such a wind rush over us this day to rid us of our hurt and pain, bitterness and jealousy, frustration and anger, resentments and hatreds.  And with all that pilikia blown out to sea, may we celebrate and give thanks to God for the renewing and sustaining presence of the Spirit in our lives and in our world.  

Mahalo ke Akua!  Amen.
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