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"New Heaven, New Earth”
Isaiah 65:17-25 & Luke 21:5-19
The story centers around Tevye, a poor milkman, and his wife and five daughters. It begins with understanding traditional Jewish ways of living.  

Tevye lives with his family in a Russian village called Anatevkah.  He senses that the world outside his home is changing.  

While it is changing, he also finds himself faced with the strong-willed actions of his three oldest daughters.  They break with the established custom of arranged marriages by choosing their own husbands.  
As each daughter confides in him whom she will marry, Teyve wonders time and time again, “How can this be?”  “What about tradition?”  
We know the story of Tevye as “Fiddler on the Roof.”  Whether you’ve seen the musical on Broadway in the past or in current local community productions such as the one being presented by the Baldwin Performing Arts Learning Center and the Baldwin Theatre Guild for the final time today in Wailuku, the story is a troubling one because it reminds many of us that Tevye’s story is our story.

The story reminds us of how we lose sight of the purpose and meaning of traditions in our lives.  We succumb to the notion that we do what we do because that’s the way it’s always been done.  God forbid that we would dare to change anything.
Tevye comes to realize what we all know be a paradoxical truth and that is the only thing permanent is change.  In the midst of political turmoil, social upheaval, and religious persecution Tevye must change or he will face the sure and certain loss of his daughters.
Aside from the fact that the Baldwin High School production of “Fiddler on the Roof” includes two of our youth -  Emily Clark on stage and Tyler Rollins backstage - what makes the story significant is Tevye’s willingness to engage God in conversation and prayer.  And so we are provided with hopeful words in a difficult and troubled time.

Such hopeful words come to us from our reading from The Book of Isaiah.  The story takes us to the city of Jerusalem.  After the destruction of the Temple in the 6th century BCE, many in the kingdom of Judah were exiled to Babylon.  While the Temple lay in ruins for 70 years, the people remained in captivity.

But now many find themselves returning to Jerusalem.  It is almost certain that the Temple had been rebuilt but the future of the people is unclear.   It is here that the writer announces that salvation is at hand.

God is the speaker and what God speaks to is the future.  Despite whatever political turmoil, social upheaval, and religious persecution the people may have experienced, God announces a new era (Isaiah 65:17-19a).  “For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth . . . ”  
Whatever may have been in the past God now describes what that new life era will look like.  There will be no more weeping and early death (Isaiah 65:20).  People will build their homes and plant their crops (Isaiah 65:21-23).  People will become productive and fruitful in their work.
There will be no need to fear that others would take over the fruit of one’s labors.  Women will not bring children into a world full of sudden terror (New Revised Standard Version, Isaiah 65:23).
The people are offered hope and the ways in which the hope of such a world would come to pass.  There is a children's story based on the reading from Isaiah.  It is called "God's Dream."
"Long ago, in the land of Judah, there lived someone called Isaiah.  Isaiah was a prophet.  God would speak to Isaiah, and then Isaiah would speak God's words to the people.

Isaiah lived in a time when the people were very frightened.  They were living in sad times.  They were living in hard times.  There wasn't enough food to eat.  People were stealing from each other.  People were hurting each other.  There were rumors that war was coming.  It was a very hard and a very scary time.

God wanted to give the people hope, so God gave a special message to the prophet Isaiah.  God had a dream.  It was an amazing dream.  It was a magnificent dream.  It was a dream of a world of hope and peace.

'Do not give up,' Isaiah said.  'God has given me a wonderful dream.  It is a dream of a world of hope and peace.'

'What does the world look like?' the people asked.

'There will be no more sadness,' Isaiah explained.  'Everyone will have a safe place to live.  We will plant our seeds and watch our food grow.  Everyone will have enough food to eat.  Everyone will live together in peace.'

The people really liked the sound of God's world of hope and peace.

'But when will it happen?' they asked.

'When we make it happen,' replied Isaiah.  'When we love and follow the way of love, then we will see God's dream come true.'

God's message helped the people at a sad and scary time.  The people knew that god was with them.  They knew that God was looking forward to a world of hope and peace.  They knew that they could help God's dream become real and so they were filled with joy."  (Seasons of the Spirit, Congregational Life Pentecost 2, November 18, 2007, page 116)
We do not need to look very far to wonder what words of hope we might offer to others as we look at the difficult and troubled time in which we now live.  Like those who lived in Jesus’ day we may be inclined to believe that the world is to come to an end.
After all the signs are there.  There are wars and insurrections – in Iraq and Afghanistan.  There are earthquakes in Ecuador and Chile.  There are famines in Darfur and other places.  There are catastrophic disasters in Bangladesh and other places.  
But Jesus cautioned those who sought to believe that the end of the world was near.  As we consider our own day and time we ought to take Jesus’ caution and Isaiah's admonition to heart and not be so anxious about whether or not the end of near.  We ought to be about building houses and planting crops so that women everywhere can bring children into a world without the sudden terrors of war that lead to homelessness and famine (Isaiah 65:23).  We ought to be about building the world of hope and peace for which we long.
Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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