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It is the day after our annual lü‘au.  Needless to say after a week of frenzied activity it hardly seems possible that another lü‘au has been put to rest.
On my way home to Wailuku I stopped by Safeway in Kahului to pick up a few things.  While waiting in the line at the register I ran into one of our kahu or pastor from another church.  
I must have been looking a bit haggard at the end of the day so when I said, “We just had our lü‘au today!” they responded with a voice of recognition, “Oh!” as if to say, “No wonder you looked like that!”

Kahu was with his wife and son.  

“So you ready for tomorrow?” I asked.

“Not 9:00 o’clock yet,” he answered.  “But at least I know I going use the scripture passage about the fish.”

Kahu always begins his sermon preparation at 9:00 o’clock the night before Sunday.  His way of thinking was, “No sense rush.  What you going to do if something happens during the week and you like change something?”
“I kind of have an idea,” I said.  “I want to tie it into the lü‘au.”

“Ah, easy!” he said.  “You can talk about fish.”

I responded quickly, “Yeh, but the only kind fish get at the lü‘au is the poke.”

“As still fish!” he added.

We chuckled a bit and in that moment of laughter it occurred to me that that was good enough for me.  The theme for this year’s lü‘au was “Mäkena kü hanohano:  Proudly stands Mäkena.”  Or as others would say, “Magnificent, glorious, honored, dignified, grand, distinguished stands Mäkena.”

It really was a magnificent, glorious, and grand day.  The sun was out and the sky was clear and blue.  The trade winds coming off the ocean made for a comfortable day.

There was honor and dignity and distinction in the sharing of music and dance.  And there was the poke or raw fish with onions and shoyu.
The kahu I had spoken with at Safeway had remarked, “So if Jesus ask you folks if you have anything to eat?” no need give him a piece of broiled fish, just give him the poke.  Oh, and make sure you give him the poi too.  No can only be fish.”  And that was to be the fish (and poi) story for the day.
But the story that comes to us from our reading from The Gospel According to Luke is not only about fish but much, much more.  Following the resurrection, Jesus’ mission to proclaim the good news of God’s presence in the world had to continue through the words and deeds of his followers.

At first the disciples do not recognize him.  When Jesus appears to them, they are so troubled and filled with fear they believe they are seeing a ghost.  But Jesus reassures them.
Still the disciples wondered.  Jesus then offers a second proof of his identity with a request for food and it is then that the disciples offer him a piece of fish.

By eating the fish in the presence of the disciples Jesus establishes that he is not a ghost.  Finally, he proceeds to remind them of his teaching, to open their minds to understand scriptures.  Jesus presence eases their doubts and their fears and they are commissioned to go forth and bear witness to all that had seen and heard.

The story of the risen Christ makes no sense when one looks at what the Bible offers as proof:  of Jesus’ appearance in flesh and blood after his death; of his eating a piece of broiled fish.  There are those who wanted the evidence as did Thomas.  

I would venture to say that proof or evidence of the resurrection is not essential to the faith we share.  After all, Jesus said to Thomas, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” (John 20:29)

And in our reading this morning Jesus stresses the significance of his words and all that he had spoken to the disciples while he was still with them – everything written about him in the law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms has been fulfilled – including the resurrection.  The message to be proclaimed to the nations is that repentance and forgiveness of sins is the journey we take on the path to new life.
Like the early disciples we are also called to embrace the risen Christ who is alive in our midst and empowering us for learning, serving, and witnessing as a community of faithful disciples.  (Seasons of the Spirit, Congregational Life, Lent, Easter, 2009, page 96)  I suspect there are many today who view a lüa‘u as a cultural event filled with Hawaiian music, dance and food.
But here in this place our lūʻau is part of who we are as the ‘ekalesia - or in Greek, ecclesia - or Body of Christ.  I spoke with one of the musicians shortly after he arrived and asked how his wife was doing.

She was diagnosed with cancer not too long ago.  We included her in our prayers as she began her round of treatments several months ago.
“She’s doing good,” he answered, “She’s dancing today.”

At one point I noticed her dancing with just two other women.  She looked radiant and in that moment I was struck by how vital hula is to our lives as individuals and as a people.  I was also struck by the ways in which every aspect of the lü‘au is significant to us including the sharing of Hawaiian food and Hawaiian music.
The lü‘au will always be a time of learning, serving, and witnessing for us as a community of disciples.  We work together in order to attend to all the details.  We serve in many different ways.  Every now and then we may trip over each other but we manage to get through the day.
But we also learn how to put into place all of the various components that make for a lūʻau including learning how to mix the poi and make the poke. And in that way our life together and our work together become the sign and witness of the risen Christ among us.  

So let it be said once more:  “Mäkena kü hanohano:  Proudly stands Mäkena.”

“Magnificent, glorious, honored, dignified, grand, distinguished stands Mäkena” here in the shadow of the cross and the promise of new life through the risen Christ.

Mahalo ke Akua!
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