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“A Time of Healing”
Jeremiah 31:31-34 & John 12:20-33
One of the cards in the pew holders was left behind about two weeks ago by Laila.  Laila is from Latvia and on the card she asked for prayers for her husband who died in an automobile accident here on Maui during their recent visit.  She also asked for prayers for herself.
We included Laila’s request during our service of prayer a couple of weeks ago. An email address was listed on the card. I sent an email to her letting her know that we included her requests in our prayers the week that they came by the church for a visit.

Laila was not able to respond in English but someone else responded on her behalf.  I received the following reply:

Hello!  Thank you for your reply to Ms. Gulbe from Latvia.  She really had hard times over there on Maui, because of lost of her husband, but that’s the way how she found way to Jesus.  We both were together in your little church, we really like there and we often remember that place since we are back in Latvia!  Its strange feeling that even when we did not meet anybody in that church, still it left so strong print in our hearts!  God bless you all!  Kristine from Lativa.

What struck me about the response was the unexpected way in which God works to bring healing to the lives of those who are troubled.  Even though they did not have an opportunity to meet anyone from our church family, there was a connection for them to this place here in Mäkena.

It was a connection that was heart-felt.  How can that be?  

Our reading from The Book of Jeremiah provides an unlikely answer coming from the fall of Judah to the Babylonians in 598 BCE.  We know that at the time Jeremiah began his work as a prophet in 625 BCE that the Hebrew people were divided into two kingdoms. 

Judah was the southern kingdom and Israel was the northern kingdom.  Israel had already fallen to the Assyrians in 722 BCE.  Jeremiah was a prophet of the southern kingdom of Judah.

All of the biblical prophets challenged those in positions of power and all called on the people to remain faithful to God.  The southern kingdom of Judah was in turmoil when Jeremiah spoke to them.

A conflict between Egyptian and Babylonian empires forced Judah to choose between giving in to the Babylonians or siding with the Egyptians.  Jeremiah warns them that the Babylonians were far stronger and should not be resisted.  He did not hesitate to let the people know that Judah would fall to the Babylonians and in 598 BCE, Jeremiah’s prophecy came true and Judah was conquered and the people were sent into exile in Babylon.  

By 587 BCE the fall of Judah was complete.  Jerusalem was destroyed and even more people were sent into exile.

In the midst of this catastrophic disaster Jeremiah prophesies that God will renew the promise that was made to Abraham.  However, this time the covenant will be different.  In the covenants with Noah, Abraham and Sarah, the focus was on the commitment God made.

In this new promise or covenant, God and humankind will be present together.  Jeremiah offers us a view of the world as God will have it.

God’s covenant will no longer be an external agreement.  Instead the new covenant will dwell in every human being.  It will be written upon their hearts.

“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  (Jeremiah 31:33)  In the midst of a devastating time for the people each becomes aware of God’s steadfast love.
That sense of devastation also troubled Philip, Andrew and the other disciples but in a different way.  In our reading from The Gospel According to John they are made aware of Jesus’ impending death.

We see in the story of Jesus’ death God’s steadfast and eternal covenant with humankind.  We see in the story God’s presence even in the midst of Jesus’ suffering.
It is this sense of God being with us in our moments of sorrow and joy, of brokenness and wholeness that brings us to a time of healing.  Despite the turmoil and trouble that may come our way we are mindful that God is always within us.  It is a knowing that is written on our hearts.

In a moment you will be invited to come forward, if you wish, to receive an anointing of oil and the laying on of hands.  Our acts of prayer may include a prayer of adoration, that is a prayer giving thanks to God as the Creator of all that is.  

They may include prayers of confession or of wrongdoing.  They may include prayers of thanksgiving for  a special moment or occasion in your life.  Or they may include prayers of supplication not only for ourselves and others but for the world in which we live.
You will be asked to say the first name of the person for whom the anointing of oil and laying on of hands is offered. The anointing of oil and the laying on of hands may be for someone who is not present or it may be for yourself. 
If you wish for us to come to you, raise your hand or ask your neighbor to identify you for us.  We will come to you.

The kukui oil is sa ymbol of light.  The oil from the kukui was the source for the stone lamps of our Hawaiian kupuna long ago. 

The bowls from which the oil will be drawn are made out of a number of different trees.  The trees remind us of what is written in The Book of Revelation of the vision of the kingdom of God:  “On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”
You will notice that those who are assisting with today’s service include some of our deacons and lay persons.  As miraculous as the healings Jesus performed may have been, it is clear that the disciples themselves would eventually be called to do the same and more.  The  ministry of healing is conferred not only to the kahu or pastor but to each person within each community of faith.

The healing we offer today is not limited to our physical ailments.  Healing is that and more.  It includes the reintegration of body, mind, emotions and spirit so that we may live a life of service.
I want to conclude this time of healing with the words to our Hawaiian hīmeni this morning.  I offer these words to you not as a hymn but as a prayer.

E pule kākou.  Let us pray:  Hoʻomaʻemaʻe i kuʻu puʻuwai i lawelawe aku iā ʻoe.  Hoʻomaʻemaʻe i kuʻu puʻuwai a i hiki ke hoʻala.  Hoʻopiha iaʻu, hoʻola iaʻu, ae hoʻihoʻi iaʻu iā ʻoe.  Hoʻomaʻemaʻe i kuʻu puʻuwai i lawelawe aku iā ʻoe.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might be renewed.  So fill me, heal me and bring me back to you.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you.”   
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