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It was late Friday evening that I had a crisis of faith.  I was scheduled to leave on an early morning flight to Honolulu for a day-long meeting.  I was aware then that I probably would have very little time after returning home late Saturday evening to consider what I might share with you this morning.

It was a long and busy week.  I wondered if I had mistaken the busyness of the week for ministry.  That was my crisis of faith.

I began the week with a meeting with members from several of our Hawaiian churches.  We spent some time talking about land issues affecting Native Hawaiians today especially as they relate to the possible sale of “ceded lands” by the State of Hawai‘i.  The “ceded” or “crown” lands from the ali‘i or chiefs were intended to benefit Native Hawaiian people.  
However, as a consequence of the American overthrow of the nation of Hawai‘i and the change in Hawai‘i’s political status from a territory to a state, many now contend that any income generated from the lease of ceded lands is intended to benefit all of the residents of the State of Hawai‘i and not just Native Hawaiians.  The U.S. Supreme Court will be reviewing the various issues surrounding the ceded lands in a few weeks. 

The next day I was invited to offer a blessing of a home in Kïhei.  A guest at the blessing wondered how I felt about the resort development here in Mäkena and about all the changes that have occurred in South Maui over the last several years.  It was a hard and difficult conversation for me with no clear easy answers.

The week was also filled with five counseling appointments, blessing a photovoltaic system at the Hui No’eau Visual Arts Center in Makawao, two weddings, and one too many telephone calls and emails.
In each moment and in each instance I felt called to respond a variety needs in the community and in the lives of numerous individuals.  Each moment was not without purpose or meaning.

When I turned to our reading from The Gospel According to Mark, I realized that Jesus spent an inordinate amount of his time in a frenzy of activity.  Over the course of the last several weeks we talked about the preaching of John the Baptizer announcing Jesus’ arrival.  We talked about Jesus’ baptism, of how he called the disciples, of how he taught in the synagogue and of how he cast out an unclean spirit.  The reading for today includes the healing of Simonʻs mother-in-law and the casting out of many more demons.
As I thought about my week I wondered, despite the frenzy of my own activity, if I was just keeping busy.  After all, I did not spend my week preaching about the countryside of Maui, casting out demons or healing the sick in the same way that Jesus did when he went about the countryside of Galilee.
I had little time to rest this week so I envy Jesus that he was able to seek rest at the home of Simon and Andrew.  Yet even at their home, Jesus is called upon to heal Simon’s mother-in-law.  
Crowds press in around the house.  Many demand more words and deeds of power from Jesus.  
No emails or text messaging.  No voice mail; just masses of people pressing in upon him.
In the midst of all of this, Jesus goes out to a deserted place to pray.  It isn’t much of a break for Jesus because the disciples are not far behind.  They follow him and implore him to get back on the road.

It is said that by going away even for a brief moment, Jesus found renewed energy in God, the source of his strength.  He accepts God’s authority on his life and continues on his way to preach and cast out demons throughout Galilee.

It may be that very few of us in this sanctuary this morning will lay claim to a ministry of casting out demons and healing the sick.  But I know that there are varieties of ministries to which we are all called as disciples of Jesus Christ.

In our own work we may find ourselves engaged in a frenzy of activity.  Jesus saw the source of his strength for preaching and healing coming from his relationship with God.  It was a relationship rooted in prayer.

That is one of the critical lessons from our reading this morning.  If God is to be the source of our own strength, it will come through our relationship with God.  It will come from the time we set aside to go to a “deserted place” to pray.   It will be in a place where we are free – even for only a moment – from all of the distractions that clamor for our attention every moment of every day. 
I must confess to you that I did not steal away to a deserted place to pray.  But there was a moment while I was in Honolulu yesterday that I felt the source of Godʻs strength and it came in the midst of a time of worship.

I have the privilege of serving on what we call the Conference Council of the Hawaiʻi Conference – United Church of Christ.  Three years ago I was called to serve as the Vice-Moderator or Vice-President of our association of churches for two years here on Maui as well as on Molokaʻi and Lānaʻi.  I accepted the call knowing that it included a subsequent call to serve as Moderator or President.  It is by virtue of that call that I now serve on the Council.
The work of the Council covers all of our churches throughout Hawaiʻi nei.  It was at the close of our meeting during our time of worship that the following prayer was offered:  “Spirit of Love, Spirit of Truth, guide as we pray, to think and wish and praise the best, and mean the words we say.  Hushed is this quiet room, still is the place of prayer.  Silent we bow our heads and feel your presence everywhere.”  (Adapted from the New Century Hymnal, #827).

May each of us find strength as we labor together through the ministry of Christ’s church here in Mākena and in every corner of the world.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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