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Over the years this church has been known by a number of different names.  In 1825 the thatched structure that was built was referred to as Keawakapu Church at Kaÿeo.  Keawakapu was the name for what was known then as the mother for three churches, including this church and branch churches located in Kanaio and ‘Ulupalakua.   Kaÿeo is the name of this ahupuaÿa  or land division for this area.

In 1858 the stone meetinghouse that was built to replace the thatched hale became known as Honuaÿula Church in reference to the moku or district that includes the land division of Kaÿeo.  Then in 1944 records indicate that the church was formally renamed Keawalaÿi Church, this time in reference to the bay and the shoreline alongside us.   (He Moÿölelo ÿÄina No Kaeÿeo Me Kähi ÿÄina Ma Honuaÿula O Maui:  A Cultural-Historical Study of Kaÿeo and Other Lands in Honuaÿula, Island of Maui, Kepä Maly & Onaona Maly, Kumu Pono Associates, Hilo, Hawaiÿi, 2005, page 61)
 
In May 1858 W.P. Alexander reported on his work here at the church:  "I have visited the church of Honuaÿula three times during the year and administered the ordinances."  Of the people he wrote:  "They walk orderly and have some warmth of piety among them.  They are struggling to finish their stone meetinghouse at Keawakapu and they have almost got the roof completed."

"They are much attached to Nueku, a licensed preacher who is laboring among them and would be glad to have him ordained as their pastor."  It was later reported, "The people have exerted themselves to complete their stone meetinghouse.  Besides their own personal labor, they have contributed, in cash, during the year for this object, $246; and for the support of Nueku, $134.68."  (Op. cit., page 65)

Within 50 years of its completion, the stone meetinghouse that became the church was in need of repair.  In 1907 efforts to raise funds for a new roof, ceiling, and bell tower raised a total of $630.  In 1908 a new floor was put in place, benches were made, the walls inside and outside were trimmed with cement, painted and whitewashed at a total cost of $1,400.  Of this amount the people in the surrounding area raised $1,200 with another $200 contributed by a Maui friend.

Over the last fifteen years we have had to do our share of work, replacing the floor of 1908 with a new floor, restoring the external walls of the church, re-doing the roof, and remodeling our office and classroom building.  Each time we have had to rely on the support of members and friends of the church.

Today is Stewardship Sunday.  It is a time when the leadership in many of our churches, both clergy and lay, set a moment aside to talk about the gifts we bring in support of the mission and ministry of the church to preach, to teach and to heal – that is to share, live, and be the good news of God's aloha in the world.  Often the appeal is for financial support to help with the restoration and maintenance of the places where we gather to worship God and to nurture our faith.

The appeal is also for financial support to help with the various programs of the church as well as funds to support the pastor and staff who manage the day-to-day affairs of the church.  Such appeals are sometimes made to the detriment of others who see stewardship not only in terms of money but in terms of the faithful giving of a person’s time and labor and talents and skills. 

Within the next week many of you will receive our Ho‘okupu Makahiki or annual appeal letter for a one-time gift for the support of our shared ministry here in Mäkena.  Beyond your response to the annual appeal and to other fundraising activities that are held throughout the year, we are aware of the tremendous importance of our weekly lülü or offering.  

Whether your giving is based on a weekly, monthly, or annual pledge; on tithing or ten per cent of your gross income; or on whatever you decide to give, I know that the members of the Board of Trustees are grateful as I am for all of your gifts.  We would encourage you to consider increasing your support in the coming year.

Within the next week we will also be approaching the start of our 18-month long anniversary celebration marking the church’s 175 years of ministry.  You are invited to gather here on next Saturday, November 18, 2006 for our Ho‘olaule‘a event.  It will be a day of fellowship, worship, music, dance, food, storytelling, and learning.  

Over the last 175 years that ministry has included support not only for this church but support that we have been able to provide to other churches in recent years and in years past.  For example on March 24, 1927 Samuel Anuhu, J.K. Haole, and David Kapohakimohewa sent a letter to the Hawaiian newspaper Kuokoa on behalf of the Këökea Church, thanking the families of our Sunday School for their kökua.  This is what was acknowledged:  "Keawalaÿi – monetary donations $100; 2 tins filled with plump pala fish and delicious manini fish" and from Willie Afong "who loaned his truck to haul sand from Mäkena."  (Op. cit., page 76)

The gifts we bring to the church are many and varied.  In looking back over time we realize they may be gifts of money; sometimes fish, sometimes even sand.   Today they may be gifts of flowers for the altar or refreshments that are provided each Sunday after worship.  Sometimes it may be the gift of a helping hand whether it is setting up tables and chairs or cleaning up afterwards. 

The value of all of our gifts cannot and should not be measured only in dollars and cents.  We must also measure such gifts in the manner in which they are given.  That is the lesson that comes to us from our reading from The Gospel According to Mark.

There are two distinct parts to the reading; one warning against the influence of some of the scribes who are proud and greedy and the other praising the example of the widow who is humble and generous.  In a community centered in its regard for its teaching, the scribe was an important and duly honored person.  (Preaching Through the Christian Year:  B, Craddock, Hayes, Holladay, & Tucker, Trinity Press International, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 1993, page 465)

But Jesus cautions that places of honor may attract persons who are not honorable and though it is regrettable, this applies to those who serve in all areas of ministry.  We also know and we have seen how the worlds of politics and commerce provide similar temptations towards such power and greed that are difficult to resist for many.  

Jesus provides us with a contrast in the brief story of the poor widow.  Her small act, unnoticed by everyone except Jesus, is carried out among the rich who are pouring out abundant gifts, a fact that would have further diminished her offering, except for Jesus.  It is he who properly evaluates her two lepta, the smallest coins in circulation, because he knows this is all she has.  (Op. cit.)

Jesus does not weigh the value of her gift with sentiment.  Instead he weighs the value of her gift by comparing what she has remaining for herself.  He does not romanticize her small gift nor does he weigh in against the large gifts that are given.  

He simply notes that some, after giving large amounts, still had much. They gave out of their abundance. 

The widow, on the other hand, gave out of her substance.  After giving her gift she had nothing left – nothing except her complete trust in God.  

Some of us may think she is a fool.  After all it is much more likely that the two coins she had would have put bread on her table.  Now it would seem she has no money and no bread.

Ironically in a world in which widows were victimized, she took the initiative and responsibility for her own life.  What she gave that day at the Temple were two coins. But she gave much, much more.  She gave herself – in trust - to God.

Today is Stewardship Sunday.  Yes, we are invited to give of our time and labor, talents and skills to the mission and ministry of this church and to the churches from which many of you have come.  But we are also invited in a manner worthy of our calling.  No matter the gifts we bring, we are invited to give generously and in humility and to offer the gift of our very lives – in trust – to God.

Jesus words to the Twelve disciples centuries ago are relevant for us today.  He once said to them, “You have been interested in greatness."  In the story of the widow who gave all she had, Jesus offers a further teaching.  "You have been interested in greatness.  I tell you, look at her.  She has done something great.” (Op. cit., page 466)

PAGE  
5

