PAGE  

Keawalaÿi Congregational Church
United Church of Christ (USA)

Reign of Christ
Sunday, November 25, 2007
The Rev. Kealahou C. Alika

"Aloha Ke Akua:  God is Love”
Colossians 1:11-20 & Luke 1:68-79
The interview was of three of our kahu mua.  As senior pastors each served several of our historic Native Hawaiian churches located throughout Hawai‘i.
Kahu David Kaupu, Kahu William Kaina, and Kahu James Merseberg were featured together in a film that was produced by the Pü‘ä Foundation located in Honolulu.  It was shown at the foundation’s annual “Ka Leo O Ke Ola” or “The Voice of Life” luncheon that was held in October of this year at the Japanese Cultural Center in Honolulu.
Each spoke of their families and of their call into the Christian ministry.  Each shared their reflections of their years of service among the people of our Native Hawaiian churches.

They spoke fondly of their growing up years in church recalling moments of joy and occasions of learning.  As best as I can recall it may have been Kahu Kaina who was the one who said:  “Of course, we would attend the hö‘ike or Sunday School gatherings of our churches.  Members from each Sunday School were expected to sing a song and to share a memory verse from the Bible in Hawaiian.”  
“Papa and mama always reminded us that it was important for us to share a memory verse.  And, ah, we knew we couldn’t get away with just saying, ‘Aloha ke Akua.  God is love.’  That wouldn’t be fair since everybody already knew it and knew what it meant.  The idea was for us to learn new verses.”

When kahu said “Ah, we knew we couldn’t get away with just saying, ‘Aloha ke Akua’ many viewing the film chuckled, others laughed out loud.  We knew that to be true to ourselves.  Whether it was during a hö‘ike or during our own family gathering or ‘ohana time, my mother would raise her eyebrows if she even suspected we would utter that phrase.  

Perhaps for that reason those three words have remained with all of us who grew up under the watchful eyes of our parents and elders.  And perhaps for that reason we are also mindful of its truth.  God is love. 
But how is it that we come to be mindful of this truth for ourselves?  Perhaps the answer is to be found in our understanding of who Jesus is.

The cycle of the church year is coming to an end today.  In many of our churches today is observed as the “Reign of Christ Sunday.”  What was known as the Feast of Christ the King was added to the calendar of the Roman Catholic Church in 1925.  Since 1970 Christians in general have looked upon the last Sunday prior to the season of Advent as an opportunity to explore not only what it means to live in God’s realm and to work for the reign of Christ, but also to explore our understanding of who Jesus is.

While we may speak of the cycle of the church year coming to an end, there is a sense in which there are no real endings and beginnings.  Seasons move towards and into each other and begin again.

Next Sunday will be the First Sunday of Advent.  It will mark the start of a new year and a new season and yet in many ways it is a continuation of what we know.  The Christ on whose reign we focus today is the same one whose birth we will begin to anticipate in the weeks ahead.
Our reading from The Letter of Paul to the Colossians speaks in part to the meaning of who Jesus is.   He is, among many other things, the image of the invisible God.  In other words Jesus makes visible to the world who God is because if we want to know what God is like, we need to take a good, long hard look at Jesus.

Jesus is seen as the agent of creation.  All things have been created through him and all things hold together in him.  It is through him that the vision of a new heaven and earth are established.

Through his death on the cross (Colossians 1:20), God makes peace with the world.  Through his resurrection, there is hope of a new life for those who follow Jesus.

Like those who were in the Colossian church we are empowered to live new lives in Christ.  And if our lives are to have any purpose or meaning it will come through our understanding of Jesus who comes to us as the Messiah – the one anointed and sent by God.
Our reading from The Gospel According to Luke provides us with such an understanding.  We see the prophecy of Zechariah the promise and hope of the one whom God will raise up in order that we may come to the knowledge of God’s saving grace.
Who then is this Jesus and what are we to make of his reign here on earth?  Listen to the words of a meditation by an anonymous writer:


Jesus?


 The Christ.  Savior.  Word.  Of God.


Born in human flesh.


Healer.  Redeemer.  Drunkard.


Drunkard?


Drunkard, oh, yes, Jesus had such a reputation.  Matthew tells us:  The Son of Man came 


eating and drinking, and they say, “He is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 


tax collectors and sinners.”


Jesus?


Rabbi.  Monarch.  Refugee?


Refugee?  Indeed, for Jesus’ family fled to Egypt when he was born.


Who is seated now at the right hand of God.  Maker of heaven and earth.


Yet he was homeless, a wanderer.


Homeless?  A wanderer?


Yes, Jesus said that the Son of Man had nowhere to rest his head.  Even foxes and birds 


were better off than him.


Jesus?


Good shepherd.  Sovereign of the world.


Crucified.  Crucified?  Dead?  Alive!


Alive? Alive within and among us even now.


In you and me.  In all of us.


Jesus.  Christ.  Savior.


Alive forever.  


(Seasons of the Spirit, Congregational Life, Pentecost 2, page 125)
It is this Jesus whose reign we remember on this day.  It is this Jesus who seeks to show us that through his death and resurrection God has raised up a mighty savior for us; that God will give light to all who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death; that God will guide the feet of all into the way of peace (Luke 1:79).
It is this Jesus who comes to show us what God is like.  It is this Jesus who helps us understand that God is love!  
 “Aloha ke Akua!”
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